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Papers of Patrick VWRH O'Regan (1920-1961) 

Patrick Valentine William Rowan Hamilton O'Regan was born on 2 
February 1920. He attended Marlborough College, where his father 
had been a Master from 1894 until his death in 1922. In 1940 he 
enlisted into the RAMC, serving with the 186th Field Ambulance 
Service in the Middle East. He then joined the Intelligence Corps 
and later SOE, leading to his service in No 1 Special Force with 
the partisans in Italy in 1944, for which he was awarded the MC 
and Bar. He died in Paris on 8 March 1961. 

The papers listed below comprise the second and third accessions 
only, and include letters written by O'Regan to his mother, 
initially while a member of the 186th Field Ambulance Service 
based in England and later from the Middle East as a member of 
the Intelligence Corps, GHQ and the Political Warfare Executive 
(PWE) Military Training School. Letters dated 1945 are sent from 
Camp B6, Force 136, Ceylon. 

AES 
JAN 1992 

1 Papers relating to the war service of O'Regan. 

1/1 

1/2 

1/3 

1943 May 23 

1943 Aug 24, 
1944 Mar 4 

[1943] 

Letter from Ms F Vellacott to Mrs 
O'Regan, relating to O'Regan's 
attempts to contact her husband and 
join the PWE. lp 

Photocopies of letter from Paul C 
Vellacott, Director of PWE in the 
Middle East, suggesting an 
interview with O'Regan to discuss 
his proposed transfer to PWE, and 
memorandum marked •urgent', 
authorising the posting of O'Regan 
to PWE. 2pp 

Typescript transcript of account by 
O'Regan of the preparations for his 
parachute drop into France, and 
description of the landing and 
reception. 2pp 
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1/4 

1/5 

1/6 

1/7 

1/8/1-2 

1/9 

1/10 

1944 May-
1944 Jul 

1944 Jul 6 

1945 Jan-
1945 Apr 

1945 Mar 16 

1945 Oct 12, 
1945 Oct 23 

1945 Mar 23 

1949 Apr 13 

O'REGAN 

Typed transcript by John O'Regan 
(his brother) of Patrick's notes on 
training in Algiers for his mission 
to France and Northern Italy, in 
order to experiment and be trained 
in the use of propaganda against 
the enemy and civil population, and 
aid the Maquis resistance in 
France. 6pp 

Photocopies of papers relating to 
O'Regan's grant of parachute pay. 
2pp 

Typescript transcript of the 
account by O'Regan of his 
experiences with the partisans in 
Northern Italy, including journey 
via Turin in Jan to see Col 
Stevens, then Senior Allied Liaison 
Officer for Piedmont, and meeting 
with partisan groups near Turin in 
Apr. 3pp 

Newspaper cutting notifying the 
award of the MC to O'Regan. lp 

Photocopies of letters of 
congratulation on the award of the 
MC, from Maj Gen C Gubbins and Col 
Louis Franck. 2pp 

Letter from the War Office to 
L Warwick James, then preparing 
material for the Marlborough 
College Register and War Service 
List, declining for security 
reasons to cite the services for 
which O'Regan was awarded the MC. 
lp 

Memorandum from the War Office, 
entitled 'Reserve of Officers', 
relating to the employment of 
former Intelligence Officers after 
the WWII. lp DR
AF
T



O'REGAN 

2 Series of censored letters written by O'Regan to his 
mother, including details of work, fellow personnel and 
requesting various items from home. 

2/1/1-20 1940 Nov-
1941 Feb 

2/2/1-10 1941 Jul 20-
1941 Dec 9 

2/3/1-19 1942 Jan 1-
1942 Oct 29 

2/4/1-19 1943 Jan 12-
1943 Dec 29 

2/5 [1944] Jan 17 

2/6 1944 Jul 

2/7/1-6 1945 Sep 8-
1945 Oct 13 

Letters written while a member of 
the RAMC, including those written 
from Stoke Military Hospital, 
Devonport, the Toe H Services Club, 
Wimborne and Boyle Barracks, Church 
Crookham, Aldershot as a member of 
the 186th Field Ambulance Service. 
24pp 

Letters written while a private 
in the 186th Field Ambulance 
Service, RAMC in the Middle East 
(exact location unidentified). llpp 

Letters written from the Middle 
East, initially as part of the 
186th Field Ambulance Service, and 
from May 1942 as a Lance Corporal 
and part of the Intelligence Corps, 
(Field Services Wing) GHQ. 20pp 

Letters written from the Middle 
East, initially as a member of the 
Intelligence Corps, and from Oct 
1943 from the PWE Military Training 
School. 20pp 

Letter written from the Middle East 
as part of the Intelligence Corps, 
6th Company Middle East. 2p 

Photocopy of letter from O'Regan to 
his mother, to be sen\_ in the event 
of his death. 2pp  CLOSED

Letters written from Camp B6, 
Force 136, Ceylon referring to 
O'Regan's hopes for employment with 
the Colonial Office. llpp 

3 Miscellaneous correspondence. 

3/1 1942 Jun 28 Photocopy of part of a letter from 
BH Garnons Williams, Form Master at 
Marlborough, concerning O'Regan's 
views on war. lp 
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3/2 

3/3 

3/4/1-2 

3/5/1-4 

3/6 

3/7 

3/8 

3/9/1-3 

3/10 

1942 Oct 21 

1943-1946 

1945 Oct 13, 
1946 Sep 12 

1945-1946 

[1945] 

1946 Mar 11 

1946 Oct 15 

1946 

1946-1948 

O'REGAN 

Photocopy of letter to O'Regan from 
Sir Reader Bullard, based at the 
British Legation, Tehran and a 
friend of the family, giving social 
news. 2pp 

Letters to O'Regan from various 
acquaintances including those from 
Walter Marsden, describing his 
recruitment to the Ministry of 
Information, Baghdad to run the 
'Brotherhood of Freedom' club, 
(originally founded in Aden, 1940 
by Freya Stark) intended to counter 
Axis propaganda and promote ideals 
of democracy. 19pp 

Photocopies of two letters (in 
Italian) to O'Regan from Livio 
Rivosecchi, member of the partisans 
and also known as Ruscelli. 4pp 

Photocopies of letters to O'Regan 
from Maj Alan s Clark, including 
references to Ruscelli, as above. 
8pp 

Photocopy of letter from O'Regan to 
Maj Alan s Clark, written while a 
member of Force 136 in Ceylon. lp 

Photocopy of letter from JHT 
Goldsmith, family friend and then 

'Deputy Chairman of the civil 
Service Selection Board, concerning 
O'Regan's application to the 
Foreign Service. 4pp 

Photocopy of letter (in Italian) 
from Lorenzo Vanissi (Alpi), member 
of the partisans in Italy. 2pp 

Photocopies of letters (in Italian) 
to O'Regan from Campagna Uno, agent 
for the partisans in Italy. 

Papers relating to O'Regan's 
Italian acquaintances, including 
letters from Michele and Anna Ghio, 
Italian resistance members, and 
photographs. All in Italian. 13pp, 
3 photographs 
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3/11 1952 Jul 19 

3/12 [1952] 

O'REGAN 

Letter to O'Regan from GC Turner, 
Headmaster of Charterhouse School 
in Godalming, 1947-1952 concerning 
O'Regan's political views. 

Photocopy of draft letter by 
O'Regan to the The Times, as an 
additional note to the obituary of 
Christine Granville, former member 
of the Italian partisans. 2pp 

4 Papers relating to the death of O'Regan in Paris, 
8 March 1961. 

4/1 

4/2 

4/3 

1961 Mar 11, 
1961 Mar 14 

1961 

Photocopy of obituaries from 
The Times. 1 

Unidentified newspaper obituary, in 
French. 

1961 Mar, Jun Photocopies of letters of 
condolence to O'Regan's family, 
from Col Sir John Stevens, and 
Michele and Anna Ghio (with 
translation). 6pp 

5 Miscellaneous papers relating to O'Regan. 

5/1 

5/2 

5/3 

5/4 

nd 

nd 

nd 

1955 

Photograph of John Roper, member of 
the partisans in Italy. lp 

'A programme for General MacArthur 
Day', imaginary lighthearted 
schedule for events of the day. lp 

Passenger list, including O'Regan, 
of postings to England. Incomplete. 
lp 

Invitation to the celebration of 
the tenth anniversary of the 
Italian Resistance, 1955 addressed 
to O'Regan at the British Embassy, 
Moscow. 2pp 
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1990 

O'REGAN 

Printed volumes, No 1 Special Force 
and Italian Resistance, being the 
proceedings of the Conference held 
at Bologna, 28-30 Apr 1987 
comprising the text of papers given 
on subjects including general and 
particular histories of operations, 
with stress on British involvement, 
and personal memoirs. 2 vols 
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Papers of Patrick VWRH O'Regan (1920-1961) 

Patrick Valentine William Rowan Hamilton O'Regan was born on 2 
February 1920. He attended Marlborough College, where his father 
had been a Master from 1894 until his death in 1922. In 1940 he 
enlisted into the RAMC, serving with the 186th Field Ambulance 
Service in the Middle East. He then joined the Intelligence Corps 
and later SOE, leading to his service in No 1 Special Force with 
the partisans in Italy in 1944, for which he was awarded the MC 
and Bar. He died in Paris on 8 March 1961. 

The papers listed below comprise the second and third accessions 
only, and include letters written by O'Regan to his mother, 
initially while a member of the 186th Field Ambulance Service 
based in England and later from the Middle East as a member of 
the Intelligence Corps, GHQ and the Political Warfare Executive 
(PWE) Military Training School. Letters dated 1945 are sent from 
Camp B6, Force 136, Ceylon. 
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1 Papers relating to the war service of O'Regan. 

1/1 

1/2 

1/3 

1943 May 23 

1943 Aug 24, 
1944 Mar 4 

[1943] 

Letter from Ms F Vellacott to Mrs 
O'Regan, relating to O'Regan's 
attempts to contact her husband and 
join the PWE. lp 

Photocopies of letter from Paul C 
Vellacott, Director of PWE in the 
Middle East, suggesting an 
interview with O'Regan to discuss 
his proposed transfer to PWE, and 
memorandum marked •urgent', 
authorising the posting of O'Regan 
to PWE. 2pp 

Typescript transcript of account by 
O'Regan of the preparations for his 
parachute drop into France, and 
description of the landing and 
reception. 2pp 
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1/4 

1/5 

1/6 

1/7 

1/8/1-2 

1/9 

1/10 

1944 May-
1944 Jul 

1944 Jul 6 

1945 Jan-
1945 Apr 

1945 Mar 16 

1945 Oct 12, 
1945 Oct 23 

1945 Mar 23 

1949 Apr 13 

O'REGAN 

Typed transcript by John O'Regan 
(his brother) of Patrick's notes on 
training in Algiers for his mission 
to France and Northern Italy, in 
order to experiment and be trained 
in the use of propaganda against 
the enemy and civil population, and 
aid the Maquis resistance in 
France. 6pp 

Photocopies of papers relating to 
O'Regan's grant of parachute pay. 
2pp 

Typescript transcript of the 
account by O'Regan of his 
experiences with the partisans in 
Northern Italy, including journey 
via Turin in Jan to see Col 
Stevens, then Senior Allied Liaison 
Officer for Piedmont, and meeting 
with partisan groups near Turin in 
Apr. 3pp 

Newspaper cutting notifying the 
award of the MC to O'Regan. lp 

Photocopies of letters of 
congratulation on the award of the 
MC, from Maj Gen C Gubbins and Col 
Louis Franck. 2pp 

Letter from the War Office to 
L Warwick James, then preparing 
material for the Marlborough 
College Register and War Service 
List, declining for security 
reasons to cite the services for 
which O'Regan was awarded the MC. 
lp 

Memorandum from the War Office, 
entitled 'Reserve of Officers', 
relating to the employment of 
former Intelligence Officers after 
the WWII. lp DR
AF
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O'REGAN 

2 Series of censored letters written by O'Regan to his 
mother, including details of work, fellow personnel and 
requesting various items from home. 

2/1/1-20 1940 Nov-
1941 Feb 

2/2/1-10 1941 Jul 20-
1941 Dec 9 

2/3/1-19 1942 Jan 1-
1942 Oct 29 

2/4/1-19 1943 Jan 12-
1943 Dec 29 

2/5 [1944] Jan 17 

2/6 1944 Jul 

2/7/1-6 1945 Sep 8-
1945 Oct 13 

Letters written while a member of 
the RAMC, including those written 
from Stoke Military Hospital, 
Devonport, the Toe H Services Club, 
Wimborne and Boyle Barracks, Church 
Crookham, Aldershot as a member of 
the 186th Field Ambulance Service. 
24pp 

Letters written while a private 
in the 186th Field Ambulance 
Service, RAMC in the Middle East 
(exact location unidentified). llpp 

Letters written from the Middle 
East, initially as part of the 
186th Field Ambulance Service, and 
from May 1942 as a Lance Corporal 
and part of the Intelligence Corps, 
(Field Services Wing) GHQ. 20pp 

Letters written from the Middle 
East, initially as a member of the 
Intelligence Corps, and from Oct 
1943 from the PWE Military Training 
School. 20pp 

Letter written from the Middle East 
as part of the Intelligence Corps, 
6th Company Middle East. 2p 

Photocopy of letter from O'Regan to 
his mother, to be sen\_ in the event 
of his death. 2pp  CLOSED

Letters written from Camp B6, 
Force 136, Ceylon referring to 
O'Regan's hopes for employment with 
the Colonial Office. llpp 

3 Miscellaneous correspondence. 

3/1 1942 Jun 28 Photocopy of part of a letter from 
BH Garnons Williams, Form Master at 
Marlborough, concerning O'Regan's 
views on war. lp 
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3/2 

3/3 

3/4/1-2 

3/5/1-4 

3/6 

3/7 

3/8 

3/9/1-3 

3/10 

1942 Oct 21 

1943-1946 

1945 Oct 13, 
1946 Sep 12 

1945-1946 

[1945] 

1946 Mar 11 

1946 Oct 15 

1946 

1946-1948 

O'REGAN 

Photocopy of letter to O'Regan from 
Sir Reader Bullard, based at the 
British Legation, Tehran and a 
friend of the family, giving social 
news. 2pp 

Letters to O'Regan from various 
acquaintances including those from 
Walter Marsden, describing his 
recruitment to the Ministry of 
Information, Baghdad to run the 
'Brotherhood of Freedom' club, 
(originally founded in Aden, 1940 
by Freya Stark) intended to counter 
Axis propaganda and promote ideals 
of democracy. 19pp 

Photocopies of two letters (in 
Italian) to O'Regan from Livio 
Rivosecchi, member of the partisans 
and also known as Ruscelli. 4pp 

Photocopies of letters to O'Regan 
from Maj Alan s Clark, including 
references to Ruscelli, as above. 
8pp 

Photocopy of letter from O'Regan to 
Maj Alan s Clark, written while a 
member of Force 136 in Ceylon. lp 

Photocopy of letter from JHT 
Goldsmith, family friend and then 

'Deputy Chairman of the civil 
Service Selection Board, concerning 
O'Regan's application to the 
Foreign Service. 4pp 

Photocopy of letter (in Italian) 
from Lorenzo Vanissi (Alpi), member 
of the partisans in Italy. 2pp 

Photocopies of letters (in Italian) 
to O'Regan from Campagna Uno, agent 
for the partisans in Italy. 

Papers relating to O'Regan's 
Italian acquaintances, including 
letters from Michele and Anna Ghio, 
Italian resistance members, and 
photographs. All in Italian. 13pp, 
3 photographs 
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3/11 1952 Jul 19 

3/12 [1952] 

O'REGAN 

Letter to O'Regan from GC Turner, 
Headmaster of Charterhouse School 
in Godalming, 1947-1952 concerning 
O'Regan's political views. 

Photocopy of draft letter by 
O'Regan to the The Times, as an 
additional note to the obituary of 
Christine Granville, former member 
of the Italian partisans. 2pp 

4 Papers relating to the death of O'Regan in Paris, 
8 March 1961. 

4/1 

4/2 

4/3 

1961 Mar 11, 
1961 Mar 14 

1961 

Photocopy of obituaries from 
The Times. 1 

Unidentified newspaper obituary, in 
French. 

1961 Mar, Jun Photocopies of letters of 
condolence to O'Regan's family, 
from Col Sir John Stevens, and 
Michele and Anna Ghio (with 
translation). 6pp 

5 Miscellaneous papers relating to O'Regan. 

5/1 

5/2 

5/3 

5/4 

nd 

nd 

nd 

1955 

Photograph of John Roper, member of 
the partisans in Italy. lp 

'A programme for General MacArthur 
Day', imaginary lighthearted 
schedule for events of the day. lp 

Passenger list, including O'Regan, 
of postings to England. Incomplete. 
lp 

Invitation to the celebration of 
the tenth anniversary of the 
Italian Resistance, 1955 addressed 
to O'Regan at the British Embassy, 
Moscow. 2pp 
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5/5/1-2 
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1990 

O'REGAN 

Printed volumes, No 1 Special Force 
and Italian Resistance, being the 
proceedings of the Conference held 
at Bologna, 28-30 Apr 1987 
comprising the text of papers given 
on subjects including general and 
particular histories of operations, 
with stress on British involvement, 
and personal memoirs. 2 vols 
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